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Introduction 


I n the popular off-Broadway play Sister Mary Ignatius Explains It 
All for You, a nun uses flash cards to help a young parochial 
school student learn basics of the faith. She routinely flips through 
the cards, asking questions such as, "Who made you?" but stops 
abruptly when she comes to the question, "If God is all-powerful, 
why does He allow evil in the world?" With a furtive glance to 
the left and right, she quickly moves to the next card! 

We're not trying to "explain it all for you" or to provide 
exhaustive, scholarly answers or encyclopedic definitions. Ques¬ 
tions included are those often asked by church members and 
others interested in The United Methodist Church. 

The assumption is that if a question is asked frequently by 
others, you may also have asked it—or wished you had. I have 
attempted to answer these questions with as much simplicity as 
possible. Admittedly the answers are incomplete. 

If you want more detailed information, a list of basic resources 
is included at the close of this booklet. Also, you may wish to talk 
to your pastor or call InfoServ at 1-800-251-8140. 




BAPTISM 



What is required of me to be a United Methodist? 


B aptism ushers you into the Chris¬ 
tian church universal, the family 
of Christ. If you have not been bap¬ 
tized you will be asked to repent of 
your sins and profess your faith in God the Father, 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the Christian faith 
as contained in the scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments. You will also be asked to promise to 
"keep God's holy will and commandments and 
walk in the same all the days of your life as a faith¬ 
ful member of Christ's holy church." Your pastor 
may require that you participate in a membership 
class before being baptized or taking church 
membership vows. 


After baptism 
then what? 


T o be received into Unit¬ 
ed Methodist member¬ 
ship you will be asked to 
be loyal to the church and 
"do all in your power to 
strengthen its ministries." 
Last, you will be received 
as a member of a particular 
congregation by commit¬ 
ting yourself to "faithfully 
participate in its ministries 
by your prayers, your pres¬ 
ence, your gifts, and your 
service." 


What does the church teach 
about baptism? 


Through baptism, 
we accept God's 
gift of grace 
through Jesus 
Christ and yield 
bur lives to the 
leading of the 
Holy Spirit 
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W hen an infant is baptized, the parents promise to 
raise the child in a Christian home and the con¬ 


gregation recognizes its responsibility in the Christian 
nurture of the child. Those vows are later reaffirmed 


by the child when he or she is confirmed as a church 


member. While baptism is an important sacrament, it 
is not absolutely necessary for salvation. An infant 
who dies without having been baptized is as much 
within the love and care of God as the baptized infant. 


How is baptism done in The United Methodist Church? 


S prinkling is most commonly used, but pouring and 
immersion are also permissible. To sprinkle, the pas¬ 
tor's hand is dipped into water and placed on the head 
of the person being baptized. For immersion, the person 
being baptized is completely dipped beneath water. The 
third option is simply to pour water from a pitcher onto 
the head. United Methodists are more concerned with 
the symbolism and meaning of the event than the exact 
form that might have been used in early times. If the 
mode of baptism were essential to our Christian belief 
and practice, it is believed that the New Testament 
would be clear-cut in saying so. 
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If I have already been baptized 
in another Christian denomination, 
must I be rebaptized to be a United Methodist? 


N o. Your previous baptism will be accepted, and you will only 
take vows of church membership. 



T radition of the church 
frowns upon rebaptism. 


Even when we drift from 
active involvement in the com¬ 
munity of faith, we remain 
baptized. However, talk to 
your pastor about using a 
meaningful service for remem¬ 
bering and renewing your ear¬ 
lier baptism vows. The service 
can be found in The United 
Methodist Hymnal and The 
United Methodist Book of Wor¬ 
ship. 


What is the difference 
between baptism and 
confirmation? 


O ne can be baptized any 
time after birth. Confir¬ 
mation is the time when indi¬ 
viduals confirm the vows that 
they took or that were taken 
by their parents at the time of 
baptism. Confirmation marks 
the time when a person is 
actually received as a member 
of The United Methodist 
Church. Generally, young peo¬ 
ple completing the sixth grade 
participate in a membership 
training class before they are 
confirmed. 







CREEDS 


A friend from another denomination haif-jokingiy said 
one can be a United Methodist and believe anything. 
Why does that impression exist among some people? 


P robably because The United Methodist Church is 
not a creedal church that requires members to 
subscribe to a closely detailed system of beliefs. This 
does not mean, however, that United Methodists are 
not committed to basic Christian doctrines. Both the 
Articles of Religion and the Confession of Faith are 
embodied in our Book of Discipline as the doctrinal 
standards of the church. In addition, the Standard 
Sermons and Notes upon the New Testament from 
Methodism's founder, John Wesley, are included in 
the existing and established standards of doctrine 
and are accepted as landmark documents for United 
Methodists. We affirm core Christian doctrines such 
as: the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—both in 
personal experience and in the community of believ¬ 
ers; salvation by grace through faith in Christ as Sav¬ 
ior; the universal Church; the reign of God as both a 
present and future reality; the authority of Scripture 
in matters of faith; and the essential oneness of the 
Church in Jesus Christ. These are beliefs which we 
share with other denominations. We recognize the 
right of Christians to differ in doctrine, requiring 
only the essential belief that God is our Creator, that 
Jesus the Christ is our Lord and Savior, and that the 
Holy Spirit is ever present with us. "Our Theological 
Task," a twelve-page section of the Book of Discipline, 
encourages all United Methodists to reflect on God's 
gracious action in their lives. While we acknowl¬ 
edge the primacy of Scripture in theological reflec¬ 
tion, our attempts to grasp its meaning always 
involve the tradition of the church, personal experi¬ 
ence, and the ability to reason for ourselves. 
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W hile we have not made rigid acceptance of a 

creed the basis for uniting with the church's fel¬ 
lowship, we do not hesitate to use creeds in worship. 
They allow us to recall and affirm ancient and modem 
attempts to articulate the Christian tradition from a 
variety of perspectives. United Methodists believe that 
Scripture—"the primary source and criterion for 
Christian doctrine"—informed by tradition, experi¬ 
ence, and reason, guides United Methodists in their 
development, evaluation, and understanding of Chris¬ 
tian theology. 


Why does the creed I often hear on Sunday morning 
affirm the catholic church? 


T he "holy catholic church," a phrase from the Apos¬ 
tles' Creed, indicates our belief that the church is 
essentially one, universal, and open to all. It is not a 
specific reference to the Roman Catholic Church. 
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CREEDS 


What’s different or distinctive 
about being a United Methodist? 

T here are no exclusively United Methodist doctrines. 
Although we have distinctive emphases, we have no 
affirmations that are not also believed by other Chris¬ 
tian groups. United Methodists have traditionally pro¬ 
claimed the following emphases: 

• the availability of God's grace for all; 

• the essential unity of faith and works; 

• salvation as personal and social; 

• the church as a community of Christ's 
disciples who seek to share in God's mis¬ 
sion; 

• the inseparability of knowledge (intel¬ 
lect) and vital piety (devotion to reli¬ 
gious duties and practices) as compo¬ 
nents of faith; 

• seeking holiness of heart and life both as 
individuals and in our society; 

• a cooperative ministry and mission in 
the world, often referred to as "connec- 
tionalism"; 

• the link between Christian doctrine and 
Christian living. 

000<§><^><%>000 
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HISTORY 


How old is The United 
Methodist Church? 


T he present denomination 
was created in 1968 with 
the merger of The Methodist 
Church and The Evangelical 
United Brethren Church. The 
Evangelical United Brethren 
Church was the result of a 1946 
union of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ and 
the Evangelical Church. The 
Methodist Church was the 
result of a 1939 union of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 
the Methodist Protestant 
Church, and the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. 



Charles Wesley 



\ 


John Wesley 


Where did the church 
get its name? 


J ohn and Charles Wesley and 
a few other young men 
attending Oxford University 
met regularly in 1729 for intel¬ 
lectual and spiritual improve¬ 
ment and to help one another 
become better Christians. So 
systematic were their habits 
of religious duty and their 
rules of conduct that other 
students referred to them as 
"Methodists." The word 
"United" now in our name 
comes from The Evangelical 
United Brethren (EUB) Church, 
which united with The 
Methodist Church in 1968. 
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Y es, several. The World Methodist Council, orga¬ 
nized in 1881, is an association of 68 Methodist or 
united churches representing more than 29 million 
members and a constituency of 60 million in 108 
countries of the world. The eight united churches in 
the Council are those in which Methodists have joined 
with others to form a new denomination such as the 
United Church of Canada. 


How many Methodist denominations are there 
in the United States? 


T here are at least 19 Wesleyan denominations in 
the United States. Largest of these, with 8.7 mil¬ 
lion members, is The United Methodist Church. It 
ranks as the second largest Protestant denomination 
behind the Southern Baptists. 


When did African Americans 
become part of Methodism? 


F rom the early days of American 
Methodism. At the Christmas Con¬ 
ference of 1784 in Baltimore, per¬ 
sons in attendance included Richard 
Allen and Harry Hosier, both popular 
black preachers and former slaves. Anne 
Sweitzer, a slave, was on the roll of the 
first Methodist society in America, 
founded in Maryland in 1764. A servant 
Harry Hosier named Bettye helped start the John 

Street Church in New York, the first 
formal Methodist meetinghouse in America. Two other black 
women contributed money to help build that chapel. Thou¬ 
sands of black Methodist converts, both slave and free, were 
worshiping among whites in camp meetings and revivals. 










AFRICAN AMERICANS 


Isn’t there an African American Methodist denomination? 


T here are several. The African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, formally organized in 1816, traces its ori¬ 
gin to an incident at St. George's Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Philadelphia in 1787 when a group of 
African Americans left the church to protest racial dis¬ 
crimination. The African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church dates from 1796, when it was organized by a 
group of members protesting discrimination in the 
John Street Methodist Church in New York City. Their 
first church, named Zion, was built in 1800, and that 
word was later made part of the denominational title. 
The Christian Methodist Episcopal Church was 
established in 1870, after an agreement between white 
and black members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. These three historically black denomi¬ 
nations have a combined membership of more than 4.5 
million. An official committee representing these three 
black churches and The United Methodist Church is 
currently exploring the possibility of union. 


Are there many African American members 
in The United Methodist Church today? 


A frican Americans represent the 

largest ethnic minority membership 
in United Methodism today in the United 
States with about 300,000 members. 
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MEMBERSHIP 


I thought the word United 
in our church’s title had 
something to do with 
uniting black and white 
Methodists. 


T he title of The United 
Methodist Church was 
chosen in 1968 to reflect both 
The Methodist Church and 
The Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. 

In order for three branches 
of Methodism to unite in 1939 
it was considered politically 
necessary to create in the Unit¬ 
ed States a jurisdiction for 
African Americans separate 
from five geographic jurisdic¬ 
tions. The terms of the later 
1968 union required that all 
vestiges of this Central Juris¬ 
diction be eliminated. 


What about the number 
of members from other 
ethnic minority groups in 
the United States? 


¥ A Thile exact sta- 
V V tistics are not 
available, it is esti¬ 
mated that within 
United Methodism 
there are 50,000 
Asian Americans, 
40,000 Hispanic 
Americans, and 
M#m Native 
Americans. 



What is the most.serious problem 
in The United Methodist Church? 


A sk a dozen people, and you would probably get a dozen dif¬ 
ferent answers. Many church leaders contend we are having 
an "identity crisis" as a church. "We don't know who we are as a 
church and we have lost our sense of mission," recently observed 
Bishop Kenneth Carder of the Nashville (Tennessee) Area. He rec¬ 
ommends that laity and clergy refocus on theology: "who God is, 
what God is doing, and what we are to be and do in response." 

He also suggests a recovery of a Wesleyan emphasis on obedience 
as a necessary component of faith in Christ. Of concern to many is 
the decline of membership in The United Methodist Church and 
other "mainline" denominations in the United States. There is no 
wide agreement on the cause of this decline. 
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C hurch membership peaked at 11 million in the 
two predecessor denominations of The United 
Methodist Church (Methodist and Evangelical Unit¬ 
ed Brethren) in 1965. We have had a steady decline 
since that time, dropping to about 8.7 million members 
in the United States. However, United Methodist 
membership has grown outside the United States to 
more than 1 million members. Rapid growth is being 
recorded in the Philippines and parts of Africa. The 
fastest growth in the United States is among Korean 
immigrants. More members transfer into The United 
Methodist Church each year from other denomina¬ 
tions than transfer out. Our most serious area of mem¬ 
bership decline seems to be in the number of new 
Christians we receive by "profession of faith." Average 
attendance at the principal weekly worship service(s) 
has declined about a half million persons since The 
United Methodist Church was created in 1968. 


What’s the largest congregation in the denomination? 


F irst United Methodist Church in Houston, with a 
membership of more than 13,500, followed by four 
other congregations, all in Texas: Highland Park, Dal¬ 
las; First, Fort Worth; Memorial Drive, Houston; and 
St. Luke's, Houston. Seventy-three churches in the 
United States have more than 3,000 members, represent¬ 
ing 0.2 percent of the churches and 3.8 percent of the 
membership. More than 66 percent of all United 
Methodist churches have fewer than 200 members, rep¬ 
resenting 22.9 percent of the denomination's total mem¬ 
bership, 29.6 percent of worship attendance, and 31.7 
percent of Sunday school attendance. (The 55,000-mem¬ 
ber Kwang Lim Methodist Church in Seoul, Korea, the 
largest congregation in the worldwide Methodist family, 
is not part of The United Methodist Church.) 
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HIGHER EDUCATION 


The names of colleges and universities 
such as Southern Methodist University and 
Nebraska Wesleyan suggest they are related to 
The United Methodist Church. 

What is the relationship, if any? 


O ne of the first actions taken by American 

Methodists when they organized in 1784 was to 
create Cokesbury College in Abingdon, Maryland. 
Since that time The United Methodist Church and its 
predecessor denominations have been affiliated in 
some way with 1,200 educational institutions. Today, 
122 institutions have widely varying relationships to the 
denomination. These include 13 schools of theology; one 
medical college; 87 senior colleges and universities; 12 
two-year colleges; and 9 college preparatory schools. 

The schools of theology receive support from the 
denomination-wide Ministerial Education Fund, and 11 
historically black colleges receive support from the 
denomination-wide Black College Fund. There is no sin¬ 
gle pattern of church relationship. Southern Methodist 
University, for example, is legally owned by the eight- 
state South Central Jurisdiction, while the relationship 
with Boston University is more historic than legal. Some 
schools receive major financial assistance from a unit of 
the church or the entire denomination, while others 
receive little or no direct financial aid. One of the most 
exciting projects in the church today is Africa Univer¬ 
sity, the first United Methodist institution of higher 

education on the con- 
tinent. United 
Methodists world- 
wide are raising 

W a B money to build and 

ill operate the school, 

' - * located in Zimbabwe. 

Logo for Africa University 
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A gain, their relationship to the church varies. Some 
are owned and operated by an annual conference. 
Others are independent of the conference, but reserve a 
number of positions on their governing boards for rep¬ 
resentatives of the church. A few institutions are owned 


by churchwide agencies. Some just have a historical 
relationship. Institutions with a relationship to the 
church include 58 hospitals; 135 retirement and long¬ 
term care facilities; 60 children, youth, and family ser¬ 
vice organizations; and 100 community centers. 


Do lay people have II How are official positions 
much to say about II on social matters 
what happens in II determined by the church? 
the church? II__ 


I n early days of American 
Methodism, clergy made 
most decisions for the church. 
Today laity and clergy have 
equal voice in annual, juris¬ 
dictional, and general confer¬ 
ences of the church. There are 
also guidelines that encourage 
fair representation of women, 
young adults, and youth in 
decision making. Of course, at 
the local level, lay persons are 
deeply involved in every 
aspect of the church's mission 
and ministry. 


O nly the General Confer¬ 
ence—a representative 
body of no more than 1,000 
clergy and lay persons which 
meets every four years—offi¬ 
cially determines church policy 
and speaks on social issues. 
Through a set of Social Princi¬ 
ples, the General Conference 
speaks to human issues from a 
biblical and theological founda¬ 
tion. These principles are intend¬ 
ed to be instructive and persua¬ 
sive. Agreement is not required, 
but members are called to a 
"prayerful, studied dialogue of 
faith and practice." Official 
resources of the church such as 
curriculum must reflect the offi¬ 
cial positions of the church. 
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SOCIAL POLICY 


What if I want to change a position of the church 
with which I disagree? 


E ach United Methodist has the right to petition 
General Conference. Your pastor can assist you. 
Every petition is considered, although similar petitions 
are usually grouped together. You may also contact 
delegates from your annual conference to the Gener¬ 
al Conference. These individuals are elected at the 
annual conference sessions in the year preceding the 
General Conference. 


What is the church’s stand on homosexuality? 


T he church affirms the sacred worth of homosexual 
persons, who, like others, need the ministry and 
guidance of the church. However, the church does not 
condone the practice of homosexuality and considers 
it "incompatible with Christian teaching." The church 
affirms that human and civil rights are due all persons. 
However, "self-avowed practicing" homosexuals are 
barred from ordination or appointment as clergy. No 
church wide funds can be given to any gay caucus or 
group or used to "promote" the acceptance of homo¬ 
sexuality. 


What is the church’s stand on abortion? 


T he church affirms the sanctity of unborn life. It 
also respects the mother who could suffer devas¬ 
tating damage from an unacceptable pregnancy. The 
church rejects abortion as a means of birth control, 
but when "life conflicts with life," the church sup¬ 
ports the legal option of abortion after prayerful con¬ 
sideration by all parties involved. 
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SOCIAL POLICY 



What is the church’s stand on divorce? 


T he church recognizes divorce as regrettable, but 
endorses the right of divorced persons to remarry. 


What is the church’s position on capital punishment? 


T he church opposes capital punishment and urges 
its elimination from all criminal codes. 


How is The United Methodist Church 
organized? 


e denomination is a 



nization. The manner by which 
the church is organized, the selec¬ 
tion of leaders, and the way it uses 
its resources are determined by a 
majority of voting members at 
local, regional, and international 
meetings called "conferences." 


WW!r- r 


What is a “charge conference”? 


A charge includes one or more local churches. The 
xxcharge conference—composed of all members of 
the Administrative Board or Administrative Coun¬ 
cil—meets at least once a year. The district superinten¬ 
dent usually presides. The charge conference is the 
connecting link between the local church and the 
annual conference and the larger church. A "church 
conference," where all church members participate 
and vote, may be authorized by the district superinten¬ 
dent. 
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ORGANIZATION 



A n ordained clergyperson appointed by a bishop 
to supervise a region of about 50 churches. These 
regions vary greatly in geographic area. 


What is an 

“annual conference”? 


T he annual conference is 
the basic body in the 
church. The term is a bit con¬ 
fusing because it refers both to 
a regional unit and to the meet¬ 
ings held by those regional 
units each year. There are 68 
annual (regional) conferences 
in the United States. Each year 
an equal number of lay mem¬ 
bers from local churches and 
the ordained clergy gather for 
annual conference sessions to 
approve, among other things, 
program and budget, and to 
speak to social concerns. 

Every four years this body 
elects delegates to jurisdiction¬ 
al and General Conferences. 


■ What is a 

“jurisdictional conference”? 


A conference held in each 
of five geographic juris¬ 
dictions in the United States 
every four years. Primary 
functions of the jurisdictional 
conferences are to elect and 
assign bishops, determine the 
boundaries for episcopal areas, 
and implement General Con¬ 
ference legislation. 
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ORGANIZATION 



What is a “central conference”? 


C entral conferences, composed of United 

Methodist congregations in Africa, Europe, and 
the Philippines, function in much the same way as 
the U.S. jurisdictional conferences. 


What is “General Conference”? 


T his international body of no more than 1,000 lay 
and clergy delegates meets every four years and 
is the only group that can make official policy for 
The United Methodist Church. Its decisions are 
included in The Book of Discipline and The Book of 
Resolutions. 


How are General Conference delegates elected? 


E very four years, members of the annual confer¬ 
ence elect delegates to General Conference. Each 
annual conference is informed of the number of clergy 
and lay delegates to be elected, based on a formula 
determined by the number of full ministerial members 
and the number of local church members in that con¬ 
ference. Clergy vote for clergy; laypersons for layper¬ 
sons. Annual conference members are given a blank 
sheet of paper on which they write the names of a 
given number of people to be elected. Once an indi¬ 
vidual receives more than 50 percent of the votes, he 
or she becomes a delegate to the General Conference. 

ooooo<^>ooooo 
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MONEY/CLERGY 



What happens to the money I put in the collection plate? 


O f every dollar con¬ 
tributed, about 80 
cents is used in 
the local church; 15 cents 
for jurisdictional, area, 
annual conference and 
district work; 3 cents for 
general apportioned 


funds such as World Ser¬ 
vice; 1 cent for other gen¬ 
eral funds such as 
Advance Specials; and 1 
cent for United Methodist 
Women. The local church 
expenditures each year 
total more than $3 billion. 


What is a bishop? 


A bishop is an ordained elder, elected by the juris¬ 
dictional or central conference, to serve in one of 
the top offices of the church. In the United States a 
bishop is elected for life. He or she is considered a gen¬ 
eral superintendent of the entire church but is assigned 
to four-year terms to oversee the work of the church in 
a particular area. The normal tenure in one area is 
eight years; the limit is twelve. A bishop must retire 
before reaching age 70. 


How are bishops paid? 


A ll U.S. bishops receive the same salary amount, 
according to a formula determined by the Gen¬ 
eral Conference. In addition to salary, each bishop is 
provided an episcopal residence owned by the annual 
conference. Bishops in central conferences outside the 
United States are paid according to the pay scales in 
the economies of their respective regions. 
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CLERGY 


How are pastors appointed? 


A ll ordained clergy members of an annual confer¬ 
ence (whether they serve as pastors of congrega¬ 
tions or in other types of ministry) are appointed 
annually by a bishop after consultation with district 
superintendents, who consult closely with the local 
church Pastor-Parish (or Staff Parish) Relations Com¬ 
mittee. Committee members, representing the congre¬ 
gation, advise the superintendent whether they want 
their pastor returned or whether a change in pastoral 
leadership is desired. The bishop has final authority in 
appointment making. 


What is meant by “itinerant” clergy or the “itineracy” 


H istorically, Methodism has had an "itinerant" 
clergy, meaning that all clergypersons of the 
annual conference are subject to annual appointment 
by a bishop. Being part of the itineracy means that a 
clergyperson is willing to go where sent. This system 
assures every pastor a church and every church a pas¬ 
tor. It also matches the gifts and graces of an individ¬ 
ual with the needs of a particular church or area of ser¬ 
vice. 


How long does a pas¬ 
tor stay with one 
church? 


R ecent surveys indi¬ 
cate that the mean 
tenure of a pastor is 
about four years. 


How are pastors paid? 

L ocal churches deter¬ 
mine the amount of 
the pastor's salary. Each 
annual conference sets a 
minimum salary, which it 
subsidizes if the local con¬ 
gregation cannot afford to 
pay it in full. 
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C lergy may voluntarily "locate"—choose to step 
outside the regular itinerant or appointive sys¬ 
tem—or may be forcibly removed by "involuntary 
location." Ministerial credentials may be taken from a 
clergyperson if he or she is found guilty of charges 
which are clearly spelled out in the church's Book of 
Discipline. Sometimes such credentials are voluntarily 
surrendered. 


In our large congregation we have 
several ministers—one is a deacon, another is an elder, 
and another is a diaconal minister. 

What’s the difference? 


T hese terms are confusing, even to the well-informed, 
longtime member. All baptized Christians are con¬ 
sidered "ministers" of the church, but some are set apart 
for special responsibilities and functions. Clergy have 
traditionally been ordained first as deacons and then, 
after a probationary period, as elders. Diaconal minis¬ 
ters are consecrated but remain laypersons. Both 
ordained clergy and diaconal ministers must meet spe¬ 
cific educational requirements. At the risk of confusing 
you further, the church has several other long-standing 
categories of ministers, including deaconesses and local 
pastors. For many years the church has had a study 
committee attempting to simplify and clarify the vari¬ 
ous categories of persons in ministry. 
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CLERGY 


How can I become an ordained minister? 


F irst, talk with your pastor about your interest or 
sense of God's call to full-time ministry. Your pas¬ 
tor can guide you through a process that begins with 
an application for candidacy. You must be a United 
Methodist and approved by your local church and a 
district and conference board of ordained ministry. 
Normally, you must complete four years of college 
and three years of study at an approved school of 
theology. There are other routes into the ordained min¬ 
istry that you can discuss with your pastor. 


How long have United Methodists had women pastors? 


W omen were ordained in some predecessor 
denominations of The United Methodist 
Church in the late 1800s but were not given equal 
rights with their male colleagues until 1956 in The 
Methodist Church. Today women are members of the 
annual conferences and as such are fully eligible for 
appointment as pastors, district superintendents, spe¬ 
cial appointments beyond the local church, or for elec¬ 
tion as bishops. 


I’ve heard that our pastor is not really a member 
of our congregation. Is that true? 


U nited Methodist clergy are members of the 
annual conference, the body to which they are 
amenable in the performance of their duties. They are 
not members of the local church. 
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THE SACRAMENTS 


How can I become a diaconal minister? 


S eek out the counsel of a diaconal minister or your 
pastor or contact your annual conference office for 
the name of the board of diaconal ministry chairper¬ 
son and/or registrar. You may also contact the Division 
of Diaconal Ministry of the Board of Higher Educa¬ 
tion and Ministry in Nashville, Tennessee, 615-340- 
7375. Requirements for consecration are similar to the 
requirements for ordination. Diaconal ministers do not 
itinerate as do ordained clergy. They seek their own 
places of service and are appointed by bishops. 


What does the church believe about sacraments? 


T he United Methodist Church recognizes 
only baptism and the Lord's Supper as 
sacraments because they were the only acts 
ordained by Christ. Other events such as con¬ 
firmation, marriage, and funeral services are 
obviously significant and important, but they 
are not considered sacraments. 
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THE SACRAMENTS 



A lthough the historic and ecumenical Christian 
practice has been to use wine, the use of unfer¬ 
mented grape juice by The United Methodist Church 
and its predecessors since the late nineteenth century 
expresses pastoral concern for recovering alcoholics, 
enables the participation of children and youth, and 
supports the church's witness of abstinence from alco¬ 
holic beverages. 


Are children permitted to participate 
in the Lord’s Supper? 


Y es. The Lord's Supper—also referred to as Com¬ 
munion or Eucharist—is open to all persons. You 
do not have to be a member of the church to partici¬ 
pate. Children may not fully comprehend what is 
going on, but they know when they are excluded. 


Is anybody excluded from participating 
in the Lord’s Supper? 


a nyone may participate who responds 
iLaffkmatively to the invitation* "Christ 
our Lord invites to his table all who love 
him, who earnestly repent of their sin and 
seek to live in peace with one another." 
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THE SACRAMENTS 



T he bread and wine represent the body and blood 
of Jesus as he spoke of them at the last supper 
with his disciples before being crucified. We do not 
believe that the elements literally turn into the body 
and blood of Christ. 


Where can I find the basic 
positions and regulations 
of The United Methodist 
Church? 


T wo books will be most 
helpful: The Book of Disci¬ 
pline, and The Book of Resolu¬ 
tions. Both are produced every 
four years following General 
Conference sessions. The Book 
of Discipline is our manual of 
procedures and regulations. It 
covers every phase of church 
life: doctrine; guidance for 
Christian behavior; procedure 
and ritual for becoming a 
church member or a minister; 
details for organizing and 
administering local churches, 
districts, and conferences, as 
well as church wide boards and 
agencies; rules of church law. 
The Book of Resolutions includes 
statements on social concerns 
approved by General Confer¬ 
ence delegates. 


How do United Methodists 
view other 
Christian bodies? 


W e strive for Christian 
unity and cooperation. 
The Constitution of The United 
Methodist Church declares 
that "the Lord of the Church is 
calling Christians everywhere 
to strive toward unity... 
through relationships with 
other Methodist churches and 
united churches ..., through 
councils of churches, and 
through plans of union with 
churches of Methodist or other 
denominational traditions." 
The United Methodist Church 
is a member of the Consulta¬ 
tion on Church Union, the 
National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A., the World Council of 
Churches, and the World 
Methodist Council. 







LITURGICAL COLORS 


Why are the colors changed on our Communion Table cloths 
and the stoles worn by our pastor and choir members? 


T he United Methodist Church and many other 
Christian bodies use color to mark important 
events in the life of the church. The church year 
begins with Advent, the four Sundays before Christ¬ 
mas Day. The color for Advent is purple. White is used 
from Christmas Day until Epiphany (January 6), mark¬ 
ing the arrival of the wise men to see the infant Jesus. 
The color for the season from January 7 through Ash 
Wednesday is green, except for the first Sunday (the 
Baptism of Jesus) and the last Sunday before Ash 
Wednesday, which are white. The color for the prepa¬ 
ration of Easter is purple (the forty days of Lent). East¬ 
er is white to celebrate the Resurrection. Pentecost (the 
fiftieth day after Easter) celebrates the coming of the 
Holy Spirit with red. Following Pentecost, the color for 
the season is green, except for the first and last Sun¬ 
days and for All Saints Day; these days are white. 
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RESOURCES 


How can I get answers to questions not in this book? 


Talk to your pastor or call InfoServ, the Church's 
nationwide, toll-free telephone service: 1-800-251- 
8140. 
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